Role of imaging in the diagnosis, staging, and treatment of thymoma.
Thymoma is a rare mediastinal neoplasm but is the most common primary neoplasm of the anterior mediastinum. There have been only a few published reports assessing this disease. Furthermore, many of these reports are from a single institution and span several decades, which may lead to potentially misleading conclusions related to diagnosis, staging, and treatment. Computed tomography is the imaging modality of choice for evaluating thymoma and can help distinguish thymoma from other anterior mediastinal abnormalities. Tumor stage and extent of resection are the most important prognostic factors. Tumors that are encapsulated and are amenable to complete resection have a good prognosis, whereas invasive and unresectable tumors have a poor prognosis regardless of their histologic characteristics. Radiologists must be aware of the full spectrum of imaging findings of thymoma, the standard guidelines for diagnostic evaluation, and how imaging findings affect therapeutic decisions.